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42.1201

42.1201 Definitions.

Change-of-name agreement means a
legal instrument executed by the con-
tractor and the Government that rec-
ognizes the legal change of name of the
contractor without disturbing the
original contractual rights and obliga-
tions of the parties.

Novation agreement means a legal in-
strument executed by (a) the contrac-
tor (transferor), (b) the successor in in-
terest (transferee), and (c) the Govern-
ment by which, among other things,
the transferor guarantees performance
of the contract, the transferee assumes
all obligations under the contract, and
the Government recognizes the trans-
fer of the contract and related assets.

42.1202 Responsibility for executing
agreements.

The contracting officer responsible
for processing and executing novation
and change-of-name agreements shall
be determined as follows:

(a) If any of the affected contracts
held by the transferor have been as-
signed to an administrative contract-
ing officer (ACO) (see 2.1 and 42.202),
the responsible contracting officer
shall be—

(1) This ACO; or

(2) The ACO responsible for the cor-
porate office, if affected contracts are
in more than one plant or division of
the transferor.

(b) If none of the affected contracts
held by the transferor have been as-
signed to an ACO, the contracting offi-
cer responsible for the largest unset-
tled (unbilled plus billed but unpaid)
dollar balance of contracts shall be the
responsible contracting officer.

(c) If several transferors are involved,
the responsible contracting officer
shall be—

(1) The ACO administering the larg-
est unsettled dollar balance; or

(2) The contracting officer (or ACO)
designated by the agency having the
largest unsettled dollar balance, if
none of the affected contracts have
been assigned to an ACO.

42.1203 Processing agreements.

(a) When a firm performing Govern-
ment contracts wishes the Government
to recognize (1) a successor in interest
to these contracts or (2) a name
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change, the contractor shall submit a
written request to the responsible con-
tracting officer (see 42.1202).

(b) The responsible contracting offi-
cer shall—

(1) Identify and request that the con-
tractor submit the information nec-
essary to evaluate the proposed agree-
ment for recognizing a successor in in-
terest or a name change. This informa-
tion should include the items identified
in 42.1204 (e) and (f) or 42.1205(a), as ap-
plicable;

(2) Notify each contract administra-
tion office and contracting office af-
fected by a proposed agreement for rec-
ognizing a successor in interest, and
provide those offices with a list of all
affected contracts; and

(3) Request submission of any com-
ments or objections to the proposed
transfer within 30 days after notifica-
tion. Any submission should be accom-
panied by supporting documentation.

(c) Upon receipt of the necessary in-
formation, the responsible contracting
officer shall determine whether or not
it is in the Government’s interest to
recognize the proposed successor in in-
terest on the basis of—

(1) The comments received from the
affected contract administration of-
fices and contracting offices;

(2) The proposed successor’s respon-
sibility under subpart 9.1, Responsible
Prospective Contractors; and

(3) Any factor relating to the pro-
posed successor’s performance of con-
tracts with the Government that the
Government determines would impair
the proposed successor’s ability to per-
form the contract satisfactorily.

(d) The execution of a novation
agreement does not preclude the use of
any other method available to the con-
tracting officer to resolve any other
issues related to a transfer of contrac-
tor assets, including the treatment of
costs.

(e) Any separate agreement between
the transferor and transferee regarding
the assumption of liabilities (e.g., long-
term incentive compensation plans,
cost accounting standards noncompli-
ances, environmental cleanup costs,
and final overhead costs) should be ref-
erenced specifically in the novation
agreement.
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